






















Document ID 21

Commenter: Philip Batt - Governor of Idaho

Response to Comment:

A.&E. In Chapter 3, Section 3.8, Comparison of Alternatives, the EIS states that the impacts for most
categories are small or nonexistent for all alternatives.  Since 1957, the Navy has safely shipped
over 660 containers of spent nuclear fuel from the shipyards and prototype sites to the Naval
Reactors Facility.  All of the shipments were made safely by rail and without release of
radioactivity. Since any container alternative selected for use must meet the requirements of 10
CFR Part 71, Packaging and Transportation of Radioactive Material, and 10 CFR Part 72,
Licensing Requirements for the Independent Storage of Spent Nuclear Fuel and High-Level
Waste, the Navy expects the reliable use of other containers can also be accomplished.

B.&C. The Navy has taken steps including the process of selecting an appropriate container 
system as described in this EIS, to ensure that naval spent nuclear fuel is among the early
shipments of spent fuel to the first repository or interim storage facility.  In addition to evaluating
container systems, this EIS covers modifications to facilities to support loading naval spent
nuclear fuel into containers suitable for dry storage and the location and construction of dry
storage facilities at Idaho National Engineering Laboratory.

D. National Environmental Policy Act regulations (40 CFR 1502.4) require that a reasonable range
of alternatives, including the alternative of no action be included. As defined in the EIS, the
No-Action Alternative is based on using existing technology to handle, store, and subsequently
transport naval spent nuclear fuel to a repository or centralized interim storage site. All of the
alternatives evaluated are suitable for use as a container system for naval spent nuclear fuel. 
The Navy's preferred alternative is the dual-purpose canister system, which is one of the
alternatives that the State of Idaho supports.

E. See the response to Comment A above.


